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Wildebeests, Warthogs And A World Of 
African Wildlife Without Wi-Fi: Digital 

Detox On Safari 
Mary Ann Anderson, Contributor  

 

The only chirping you’ll hear on an unplugged, unconnected safari is that of a 

cheetah and not a cellphone. MARY ANN ANDERSON 
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One of the most remarkable facets of the African bush is its utter quietness — 

or so you might think. Stand completely still for a moment, and then little by 

little, sound by sound, you realize that it is not really quiet at all. 

Like a perfectly composed symphony of nature, the bush comes alive with 

myriad yet distinct echoes: fish eagles and go-away birds shrieking in the 

distance, hyenas enthusiastically whooping at some secret discovery, a pair of 

lions roaring in perfect harmony, voices of bull elephants rumbling their 

guttural songs, the soft fwip-fwipping of crocodiles diving for some 

underwater treasure, and perhaps the very best of all, the powerful whisper of 

the wind sighing across the savanna. 

Therein lies part of the reason why you should sojourn to Africa on safari: to 

experience its sounds found nowhere else on Earth, its colors found on no 

artist’s palette, and its soul-changing natural wonders uniquely singular to the 

continent. 

As it is, we keep maddening, hectic schedules complemented by our reliance 

on all the latest technological gizmos, gadgets and contraptions and all 

connected by the manmade miracle of Wi-Fi. 

But what if you didn’t have Wi-Fi for a week or two? What if you just unplug 

and let go and allow yourself to absorb the Mother Earth that is Africa? 
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The unspoiled view of the Kapamba River in South Luangwa National Park. 
EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS 

The team at Extraordinary Journeys, who know, live and breathe Africa, gives 

you five reasons to select a Wi-Fi-free property so that you can experience 

your next safari in complete peace and serenity without any unnecessary 

distractions. 

First, you can read a book, write in your journal, pen a letter to a loved one at 

home, or just jot down a few life goals or dreams. An unplugged safari 

provides the perfect setting for practicing an extra dose or two of gratitude. 
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Second, you can step back from the business of your life. A little distance often 

brings perspective, and you might just go home with a few personal 

discoveries or solutions to seemingly solution-less problems. 

Next, you can sleep without the interruption of blue light, dozens of 

notifications, and the ever-present buzz of your phone. Get the full eight or 

nine hours a night you’ve been meaning to snag since the invention of smart 

devices. 

Fourth, watch the sun rise without feeling rushed by the start of the day. 

There’s nowhere you have to be. 

And last, without constant distractions, you have time to listen to yourself, let 

your inner compass recalibrate, and give your spirit—and your nervous 

system—a well-deserved break. 

Now, let Extraordinary Journeys help you plan your own incredible African 

adventure, free from the soul-draining distractions of the digital world. The 

highly skilled specialists at Extraordinary Journeys, founded by the mother 

and daughter team of Marcia Gordon and Elizabeth Gordon, make the process 

stress-free and enjoyable.  

Extraordinary Journeys helps you find the perfect place among these more 

than two dozen Wi-Fi-free properties to treat yourself to a digital detox by 

disconnecting from electronics and then reconnecting face-to-face and 

heart-to-heart with the people you love. 
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Kenya's wildlife never ceases to amaze. MARY ANN ANDERSON 

Kenya 

Serian Mara Camp is true barefoot luxury in the Mara North concession in the 

Masai Mara. This beautiful, comfortable camp has strong ties with the local 

community and conservation efforts, thanks to the leadership of Alex Walker, 

its fourth-generation Kenyan owner. Given the prolific year-round wildlife in 

the area, Extraordinary Journeys points out that you have exclusive access to 

your own game drive vehicles to take in the action whenever you please. Just 

across the Mara River is the more exclusive Serian Ngare with just four luxury 

tents. 
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Serian Nkorombo is Alex’s third camp in Kenya, ideally located on a private 

site along the Mara River and the perfect perch for witnessing the Great 

Wildebeest Migration. This is his simplest camp and ideal for travelers looking 

for a simple, unobstructed encounter with some of Africa’s most amazing 

wildlife. Cooking over an open fire, meals under the stars, and nothing but a 

tent between you and the wild, wonderful outdoors is what you’ll find here. 

Tanzania 

If you’re looking for a front-row seat to the Great Wildebeest Migration, 

Extraordinary Journeys is an aficionado of Serian’s Serengeti Mobile Camp: 

North and South. These camps move with the wildlife to ensure you have 

unparalleled access to game viewing. To make your unplugged safari even 

more peaceful, we recommend taking a bush bath at sunset for spectacular 

views. 
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Quietness reigns at Nomad Serengeti Safari Camp in Tanzania. NOMAD SERENGETI 

SAFARI CAMP 

Similar to Serian’s mobile camp, the focus of Nomad Serengeti Safari Camp is 

on experience and guiding. 

Serian Kusini Camp is situated toward the southern Serengeti. The camp also 

offers easy access to the Ngorongoro Conservation and Ndutu areas, meaning 

that from Kusini you can combine multiple wildlife-dense areas where you’re 

apt to find cheetah, honey badger, golden-backed jackal and hyena, a parade 

of predators, and millions of wildebeest and zebra following the seasonal 

rains. 
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Evening drinks lead to dinner at the serene Greystoke Mahale in 

Tanzania.EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS 

To really get back to basics, Extraordinary Journeysrecommends a stay at 

Greystoke Mahale in a jungle setting on the shore of Lake Tanganyika. Home 

to the largest remaining chimpanzee population in the world at Mahale 

Mountains National Park, Greystoke Mahale is a wonderful home base for 

chimp trekking, kayaking, swimming, snorkeling, and fishing. 

For a quintessential East African safari experience, your search stops at 

Kigelia Ruaha. Situated in beautiful Ruaha National Park, the camp is home to 
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a dazzling array of birds and the ancient and venerable baobab trees. Here you 

can enjoy understated elegance and all the charm you could ask for, including 

dining in the bush by candlelight. 

Botswana 

Extraordinary Journeys notes that African Bush Camp Company and Ker & 

Downey Botswana do not have Wi-Fi in any of their camps. Wilderness 

Safaris, which operates the most camps in the country, still has a few that are 

not connected. 

Despite their location in the Okavango Delta, Chitabe Camp and Chitabe 

Lediba Camp are situated in dry grasslands teeming with its own amazing 

array of wildlife. Extraordinary Journeys recommends these camps for late 

summer and fall travel, as the best game viewing is when flood waters ebb at 

their peak and flow as they recede. 
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Seba Camp in the Okavango Delta is great for families. @C.CULBERT 

For an astonishing array of birdlife and resident pods of hippo, look no further 

than the lagoon at Seba Camp, home to a thrilling variety of land and water 

game. The camp’s two luxury tents are specifically designed for families with 

interconnecting bedrooms and plunge pools. 
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A rare sighting of painted dogs while on a game drive at Shinde in the 

Okavango Delta in Botswana.EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS 

Shinde is one of Extraordinary Journeys’ all-time favorite down-to-earth 

camps in the Okavango Delta and is highly recommended for families. It’s a 

great option for those who want to see and do all the delta has to offer but 

have limited time. Situated in a private concession, Shindeoffers day and night 

game drives, boating, walking safaris and mokoro rides. A mokoro can be 

compared to a dugout canoe and is called the quintessential Okavango Delta 

experience. 
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For avid birders or those looking for a water-camp setting, Xigera Camp 

makes for a an excellent spot for a two-night stop to take in the astounding 

beauty and surprisingly varied wildlife in this little corner of the Okavango 

Delta. 

If you’re traveling with a small group of friends or family, Extraordinary 

Journeys recommends Linyanti Ebony Camp. With as few as six people in 

your group, you can have this camp all to yourself to kick back, relax and take 

in the amazing views from a mokoro. 

The Makgadikgadi Desert is in stark contrast to the lush, riverside camps in 

the Okavango and Linyanti regions. Extraordinary Journeys says that Natural 

Selection has three camps here that you will love, including Jack’s Camp, San 

Camp, and Camp Kalahari. 

Jack’s Camp provides the ultimate experience of all the Makgadikgadi Salt 

Pans have to offer, as it’s the original camp in the area and the most 

spectacular of the three. San Camp is similar to Jack’s Camp, but some 

travelers prefer the lighter color palette and more open feel of this camp. And 

then Camp Kalahari is the less expensive option for a stay in the Salt Pans, 

coming in at nearly half-price of other properties in the area. 
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The scenery is unmarred by constant distractions of electronic devices.AFRICAN 

BUSH CAMPS 

Zimbabwe 

If you love elephants, look no further than Somalisa Camp, home to resident 

herds of these gentle giants. Extraordinary Journeys enjoys the understated 

elegance of this classic bush camp at Hwange National Park. Somalisa Camp 

also has after-hours access to Hwange National Park for night drives and bush 

walks in solitude. 

Zambezi Expeditions is the original of the African Bush Camps portfolio in 

Mana Pools National Park and has just six tents set along the riverside on the 

open flood plains. 
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Nyamatusi Camp is the newest property in the African Bush Camps portfolio. 

Nyamatusi is set along the banks of the Zambezi River and bespeaks of the 

old-world, untouched Africa with a few fancy touches. 

Only open in the dry and shoulder seasons from April through November, 

Kanga Camp is set apart from the Zambezi and the usual riverside camps in 

Mana Pools National Park. Its hyperactive watering pool is an oasis for a 

thrilling array of wildlife. 

If you’re an avid photographer, Chikwenya is an ideal destination. Here, 

elephants feed on the protein-rich pods of the albida trees that surround the 

camp. With expansive views across the Zambezi to the mountains of the Rift 

Valley escarpment, the raw beauty of this place can’t be overstated. 

Set within Mana Pools National Park with sensational views second to none, 

Ruckomechi Camp is a great choice for those who eschew Wi-Fi and don’t 

want to leave a carbon footprint. The camp is completely solar-powered, so the 

camp’s environmental impact is very low. The sister camp of Little 

Ruckomechi offers a more intimate experience. 
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The stately giraffes gallop in South Luangwa National Park. EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS 

Zambia 

The Bush Camp Company offers a rustic, charming escape from the grind of 

21st century life. Five Wi-Fi-free camps dot the Luangwa and Kapamba Rivers 

in South Luangwa National Park, offering ample opportunities for game 

drives, safaris on the water, and birdwatching. 

Time+Tide (once Norman Carr Safaris) has world-class guiding and is the 

oldest safari company in Zambia. Time+Tide has five camps in the South 

Luangwa region offering a marvelous variety of activities to leave you feeling 
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energized and refreshed, including day and night drives, walking safaris, 

boating, and fly camping. 

For a simple-yet-stylish walking safari, Extraordinary Journeys suggests 

Robin Pope Safaris and their Wi-Fi-less camps of Nkwali, Tena Tena and 

Nsefu. 

If you’re especially keen on a walking safari in Zambia, Extraordinary 

Journeys highly recommends Chikoko Trails, which offers two camps in South 

Luangwa National Park, Crocodile River Camp and Chikoko Tree Camp for an 

uplifting safari experience. 

North Luangwa is probably the most remote and untouched area of Africa. 

With absolutely no cars, this is an area that is entirely unexplored. Only three 

camps are in the entire area, two of which are owned by Remote African 

Safari: Mwaleshi Camp with its four thatched chalets and Takwela Camp with 

its two. 

Now put down the phone, step back and enjoy the quiet adventure of Africa. 
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Mary Ann Anderson 

As a longtime travel and nature writer, my work has been syndicated in 

hundreds of newspapers around the world, currently through Tribune News 

Service (TNS) and its predecessors McClatchy-Tribune Information Services 

(MCT) and Knight-Ridder Tribune Information Services (KRT). Before writing 

almost exclusively for TNS, I also wrote for Scripps Howard News Service and 

Hearst News Service. I’m also a longtime features writer and columnist for 

Georgia Backroads Magazine, but I’ve written for many other regional 

magazines. Among my myriad adventures, I’ve flown on Fat Albert with the 

Blue Angels, trekked with the mountain gorillas in Uganda, hot-air ballooned 

across South African savannas, swam with the manatees in Florida, 

sidestepped diamondback rattlesnakes on numerous nature preserves and 

islands in Georgia, and walked among the giant tortoises in the Galapagos. I 

live in a small town in Georgia few have heard of and even fewer have visited. 
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